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OPINION 608 

SPATAGUS 0. F. MULLER, 1776 (ECHINOIDEA) ; SUPPRESSION 
UNDER THE PLENARY POWERS 

RULING. —(1) Under the plenary powers : 

(a) the generic name Spatagus 0. F. Muller, 1776, is hereby suppressed for 

the purposes of the Law of Priority but not for those of the Law of 
Homonymy; 

(b) it is hereby directed that the nominal species Spatagus flavescens 0. F. 

Muller, 1776, is to be interpreted by reference to the neotype designated 
by R. V. Melville, 1960. 

(2) The following generic names are hereby placed on the Official List of 
Generic Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified : 

(a) Laganum Link, 1807 (gender : neuter), type-species, by absolute tautony- 

my, Echinodiscus laganum Leske, 1778 (Name No. 1434) ; 

(b) Micraster J. L. R. Agassiz, 1836 (gender : masculine), type-species, by 

designation by Forbes, 1850, Spatangus coranguinum Leske, 1778 
(Name No. 1435); 

(c) Peronella Gray, 1855 (gender : feminine), type-species, by monotypy, 

Laganum peronii J. L. R. Agassiz, 1841 (Name No. 1436) ; 

(d) Maretia Gray, 1855 (gender : feminine), type-species, by monotypy, 

Spatangus planulatus Lamarck, 1816 (Name No. 1437) ; 

(e) Metalia Gray, 1855 (gender : feminine), type-species, by monotypy, 

Spatangus sternalis Lamarck, 1816 (Name No. 1438). 

(3) The following specific names are hereby placed on the Official List of 
Specific Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified : 

(a ) flavescens 0. F. Muller, 1776, as published in the binomen Spatagus 

flavescens , and as defined by the neotype designated under the plenary 
powers in (l)(b) above (Name No. 1749); 

(b) laganum Leske, 1778, as published in the binomen Echinodiscus laganum , 

(type-species of Laganum Link, 1807) (Name No. 1750) ; 

(c) coranguinum Leske, 1778, as published in the binomen Spatangus 

coranguinum (type species of Micraster , J. L. R. Agassiz, 1836) (Name 
No. 1751); 

(d) peronii J. L. R. Agassiz, 1841, as published in the binomen Laganum 

peronii (type-species of Peronella Gray, 1855) (Name No. 1752) ; 

(e) planulatus Lamarck, 1816, as published in the binomen Spatangus 

planulatus , (type-species of Maretia Gray, 1855) (Name No. 1753) ; 

(f) sternalis Lamarck, 1816, as published in the binomen Spatangus sternalis 

(type-species of Metalia Gray, 1855) (Name No. 1754) ; 

(g) spatagus Linnaeus, 1758, as published in the binomen Echinus spatagus 

(Name No. 1755). 

(4) The generic name Spatagus 0. F. Muller, 1776 (as suppressed under the 
plenary powers in (l)(a) above) is hereby placed on the Official Index of 
Rejected and Invalid Generic Names in Zoology with the Name No. 1514. 

(5) The following family-group names are hereby placed on the Official 
List of Family-Group Names in Zoology with the Name Numbers specified : 
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(a) spatangidae Gray, 1825 (type-genus Spatangus Gray, 1825) (Name 

No. 302); 

(b) echinocardiinae Wythe Cooke, 1942 (type-genus Echinocardium Gray, 

1825) (Name No. 303); 

(c) maretilnae (correction of maretinae) Lambert, 1905 (type-genus 

Maretia Gray, 1855) (Name No. 304) ; 

(d) laganidae (correction by A. Agassiz, 1873, of “ Les Laganes ”) Desor, 

1858 (type genus Laganum Link, 1807) (Name No. 305). 

(6) The following family-group names are hereby placed on the Official 
Index of Rejected and Invalid Family-Group Names in Zoology with the 
Name Numbers specified: 

(a) maretinae Lambert, 1905 (type-genus Maretia Gray, 1855), an incorrect 

original spelling for maretiinae (Name No. 334) ; 

(b) “ Les Laganes ” Desor, 1858 (type-genus Laganum Link, 1807), an 

incorrect (vernacular) original spelling for laganidae (Name No. 
335). 


HISTORY OF THE CASE (Z.N.(S.) 1195) 

The present case was first submitted by Mr. R. V. Melville in January 1957 
in response to a request by Mr. Francis Hemming, then Secretary to the 
Commission, for a report on the status of the name Spatagus. After some 
emendation the application was sent to the printer on 27 October 1959 and was 
published on 8 April 1960 in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 17 : 214^219. Public Notice 
of the possible use by the Commission of its plenary powers in the present 
case was given in the same part of the Bulletin as well as to the other prescribed 
serial publications (Bull. zool. Nomencl. 4 : 51-56). Support for Mr. Melville’s 
proposals was expressed by Dr. H. Engel (Zoologisch Museum, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands). No adverse comment was received. 


DECISION OF THE COMMISSION 

On 1 December 1960 the Members of the Commission were invited to vote 
under the Three-Month Rule on Voting Paper (60)27, either for or against the 
proposals set out in Bull. zool. Nomencl. 17 : 218-219. At the close of the 
Voting Period on 1 March 1961 the state of the voting was as follows : 

Affirmative Votes—twenty-three (23), received in the following order : 
Holthuis, Riley, Hering, Mayr, Vokes, Lemche, Kiihnelt, Bonnet, Dymond, 
Obruchev, Brinck, Jaczewski, Prantl, Alvarado, Key, Boschma, Hemming, 
Stoll, do Amaral, Mertens, Poll, Bradley, Evans. 

Negative Votes—none (0). 

Commissioners Miller, Uchida and Tortonese returned late affirmative 
votes. 
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The following are the original references for names placed on Official 
Lists and Indexes by the Ruling given in the present Opinion : 
coranguinum , Spatangus , Leske, 1778, Addit. Kleinii nat. Disp. Ech. : 221 
echinocardunae Wythe Cooke, 1942, J . Paleont. 16 : 59 
jlavescens , Spatagus , O. F. Muller, 1776, Zool. dan. Prodr. : 236 
laganidae Desor, 1858, Syn. Ech. Joss. : 216-217 

laganum, Echinodiscus , Leske, 1778, Addit. Kleinii nat. Disp. Ech. : 204 
Laganum Link, 1807, Beschr. Nat.-Samml. Univ. Rostock : 161 
“ Les Laganes ” Desor, 1858, loc. cit. s an incorrect original spelling for 

LAGANIDAE 

Maretia Gray, 1855, Cat. rec. Ech. B.M.( 1) Ech. Irreg. : 48 

marethnae Lambert, 1905, in Doncieux, Ann. Univ. Lyon (17) : 162 

maretinae Lambert, 1905, loc. cit., an incorrect original spelling for maretiinae 

Metalia Gray, 1855, Cat. rec. Ech. B.M. (1) Ech. Irreg. : 51 

Micraster J. L. R. Agassiz, 1836, Mem. Soc. nat. Neuchatel 1 : 184 

Peronella Gray, 1855, Cat. rec. Ech. B.M. (1) Ech. Irreg. : 13 

peronii , Laganum , J. L. R. Agassiz, 1841, Man. Ech. 2 : 123 

planulatus , Spatangus , Lamarck, 1816, Hist. nat. Anim. s. Vert. 3 : 31 

spatangidae Gray, 1825, Ann. Phil. 26 : 430 

spatagus , Echinus , Linnaeus, 1758, Syst. Nat. (ed. 10) 1 : 665 

Spatagus O. F. Muller, 1776, Zool. dan. Prodr. : xxix, 236 

sternalis , Spatangus , Lamarck, 1816, Hist. nat. Anim. s. Vert. 3 : 31 

The following is the original reference for the designation of a type-species 
for a nominal genus concerned in the present Ruling : 

For Micraster J. L. R. Agassiz, 1836 Forbes, 1850, Mem. geol. Surv. U.K. 

Dec. 3 : pi. 10, p. 2 


CERTIFICATE 

We certify that the votes cast on Voting Paper (60)27 were cast as set 
out above, that the proposal set out in that Voting Paper has been duly 
adopted under the plenary powers, and that the decision so taken, being the 
decision of the International Commission, is truly recorded in the present 
Opinion No. 608. 

N. D. RILEY W. E. CHINA 

Secretary Assistant Secretary 

International Commission on Zoological Nomenclature 

London 
21 March 1961 


